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ispxes foreign terrorists or Amencan,
.couaborators. would not know that-
the court.was bemcr asked to vran£~

;mtten intolaw so suspected Sovxet 4

| Fstitutional “duty -of? a Presxdent to:

protect the nation’s secunty "
On:the.. ‘other; hand;" -some; civi
ibertarians have criticized the spe-;‘
cial court for being, in d sense, too !
{ expeditious;;tos much.'of. a_rubber}
“stamp for.the inteliigence agencies.!
:In their: only public-accounting 'to’
* date;“the; court’s’ judges’ said: last
i year“tnat -they "had ‘approved. 207,.
uses:of : wiretaps,- ~microphories Sor:,

;Iecal. restncuons ‘and’ ground rule :
thaLappl y.ta. so-calledg national se-
cunty’ ‘iInvestigationst But ‘so far™

WASHINGTON—-I(: is, by.all ac
counts the most unusual courtroo
in America. Two heavy ba.nk-vault
-doors, each with a combination lock:
bc.l' the ‘public. An-. electromc' 2 .

:*'sweep”.is  conducted ‘before" .each’”, -13 compo~edof seven federal judges:
.session to prevent bugging. Even,i‘ “from’ around the country; wag con-
:the “defendant’” is not permitted in=* .sidered a major step forward. “from’
. side, Indeed, he._is ‘not .informed of . J.he old days when FBI ‘officials, on’
the proceedings. . Pt ;their own, conld decide whose  home:

“: Such are the tight security. pre-. “should be’ secrétly searched, Wire -
*cautions for the U.S. Foreign Intel-:
. ligence Surveillance Court, a little~.
“known and super-secret.arm of the”

“federal judiciary - charged by, “law
“with approving or. disapproving re-"
'quests by US. intelligence agencies
“1o'spy on Amencan c1t_1zeps m thxs‘ were convicted last ‘November:on
countrv L Vcharves that’ as ' ¥BI "officials: Lhey

- So tlght is the secunty Lhat only a-i -had- ordered: illegal ‘break-insin;
<e1ect few officials from the'¥FBI, | 1972'and 1973in searchmo for fugi=

" the Justice Department and the Na- { ‘tive members of the Weather ., Un-
‘ tional Security Agency may attend || | derground:#;
th° court’s sessions. And, alt.hough #5 Althought the surveillancescourt |
" it is housed on the sixth floor at-Jig-;7| -Was created to prevent such abuses;”
“tice Department headquarters, the ‘certain features:of the’ court have:
“attorney general himself cannoten-3 [} displeased.both. conservatives :and ;
" ter the court unassisted. He does not ™" -31 liberals:: "\ IR
“have the lock comb matxons.

ATl T T Y S

o PresenceNofAcknowledded
CeWe don’t even acknowledae::
that the court is in this building,” a2y  thelspecial court be abolished, The;
Jhsmene?mems"“me said. "% couft is “constitutionally.repungs:
i Now almost two years old,: T-he‘ nartt and a judicial aberration,”. th
rF'ISC {(as the court is called) was | foupdation said in a recent report.
;ﬁiﬁeﬁﬂgﬁ?ﬁfﬁwfmﬂﬁﬁ: | 4 Frestdentiai Duties Clted .
‘fcreement agems who pperate,’in- "' Sam Francis, who edited the Her=
"side” the ;United; States’ gathering itage study, said requiring all elec: !
foreign mtemgence for nationak'se--] :tronie surveillances in national se:’
’curity purposesi 7 L7k i3
~> No 1ongercanFB[‘agen oroth-:
er mtelhgence officers do as they:
dld‘in years- past—-secreﬂy break*;
‘into’ homes®in ‘the ‘United’ States:
"without court'approval to tap tele<:]

Sl Uiy

~*The vagueness of those old stan =t
;dards led to-abuses that! ultimately |
resulted in sweeping. mvesngatlonsr‘
“of the FBI and- CIA_“As one result;
W. Mark Felt and Edward S: Mxller,

s o

Foundatxon, ‘a: conservatxve think
:tank that has mﬂuence in the Rea~

couyt tcnds to infringe on the con-’
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‘there xs no md:catlon that Reacam-‘

gan.*Admimstratxon, iS urging that ;

curity cases to be cleared by the'-

others ntrusxve,,,dev:ces ;and- had -
A o

fof-. the - A.mencan Civil; bee t;es:
cUmon, sald the’ court represents,an.ﬁ

: rmer;
~discretion”. occurred in 1969 when !
:the administration tapped the: teles: q
:jphones ;;of 13- :Nationat Securlty.4
‘Council; emp}oyees and sour news-
‘meni m an effort to detect the soux;ce
of news leaks about the then
*U.S. bombinig of Cambodia. R
-+ Some of the wiretaps remairied in ;-

“effect for more than a year, but the'

: FBI later. acknowledged that: they

:had ‘provided no: eviderice: -against
ganyone - After the incident- -came 0’
light: during: the. ;Watergate éra;” lt‘
becamé a: House Judiciary Commxtq,'
tee. article of impeachmen gainst”
L Ni 1}§on in 197 £

SO .3
, Shattuck despxte hxs concession“
;{that the special- cottrt.is a: marked
»nnprovement ‘nonetheless objects |
thatits seven judges were personal-.
‘ly.selected by Chief J ustice Warren’;
E. Burger. All are regarded as gen-;
erally conservatwe

ACLU’s Opposiﬁonl'l‘ol Y
. In’ addition,” Shattuck saud, 'l.heA
ACLU opposes wxretappmg inprinsy
-ciplei It's - vxrtually “impossible’; tm
Jimit it so “that “innocent. peoplesw
‘conversations-.are mot: pxcked up.;
“That's especially true if no apphca--
‘tions are denied by this court , which
so far is their record."sis e
%: Nat “Hentoff, -an* ACLU ﬁboard

member and columnist for the‘Vxl,
lape Voice. nratesta tha tatal o P




